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Observably, based on the readings, it is evident that the NYPD claims that there is an increase in gang crime in New York are inconsistent with the available data maintained by the police. Over the last few years, New York City has experienced a decline in gang-related crimes. Evidence drawn from police statistics does not highlight gangs as potential causes of crime in the city. Researchers have demonstrated that the enhanced focus on the youth and the increase in the negative police contact significantly increases the risks of developing delinquent behaviour rather than acting to decrease crime prevalence (Braga, 2005).
As evidenced in this article, the overconcentration on the gang narrative by the NYPD gives a false impression that gang crime is far common in New York that it is actually. Arguably, in jurisdictions where gang violence has been used as a justification to increase additional resources to the police, gang violence has also increased in such regions. Crews of young people in New York, in my view, have not contributed to any form of significant crime that justifies aggressive surveillance and crackdowns as the NYPD proposes (Howell, 2015). For instance, over the last decade, there has been a significant decline in gang-related crimes with the NCVS stating that about 5-7% of the reported homicides were gang-related. In this view, it is essential to note that NYPD's efforts to address surging violent crime may actually increase delinquent behaviour. 
 Considering the fact that gang violence has significantly reduced over the years, it might be difficult to come to terms with the arguments by the law enforcers that gangs are exponentially growing in number and are contributing to the majority of violent crimes. The figures by the NYPD in a bid to justify the increase in personnel seem exaggerated and may give a false view regarding the extent and danger associated with gangs in the country. 

For instance, New York City has witnessed an admirable decline in gang-related crime by nearly 80% between 1990 and 2014 (Howell, 2015). In conclusion, as observed by critics of the gang policing, some communities may be surveilled more than the others consequently leading to an increase in delinquency and may also be viewed as a practice that uses race as a proxy for crime mitigation. This is because there are elevated chances of resulting in imprecise policing and racial profiling since those who are listed as presumed gang members may face increased police surveillance.
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